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BC Residents Increasingly Concerned about Climate Change but Divided as to Solutions 
Mustel Group (Vancouver, B.C.) 

 

Over eight-in-ten British Columbians are concerned about the impacts of climate change on BC 
according to a recent survey by Mustel Group. Furthermore, over half (55%) are more concerned about 
climate change today than five years ago. Only 3% are less concerned. The findings are quite consistent 
by demographic and geographic characteristics. 
 
Concern about Impacts of Climate Change on BC   Concern Compared to Five Years Ago   

 

But not all think climate change is due to human activity. Approximately half the population believes 
climate change is mainly due to human activity, 16% to natural environmental patterns, and 27% think it 
is due to both equally.  
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In terms of human activity, vehicle emissions is seen as one the major contributors, followed by burning 

of coal, and energy production. 

Recently some gas stations in Metro Vancouver began to have warning labels at their pumps about 
climate change. Some are advocating for provincial legislation that requires all pumps to provide such 
warnings.  But despite vehicle emissions  being viewed as one of the  major contributors to climate 
change, opinion is divided with respect to whether or not there should be such legislation, with 45% in 
favour, 51% opposed (remaining 4% have no opinion).  

Furthermore, only 33% believe such warning labels would be effective.  

British Columbians were also asked what measures they would support to reduce fossil fuel use. Support 

is highest for penalties for industries that have high CO2 emissions (83% support). Opinion is more 

divided with respect to carbon offset programs, and carbon taxes (50% support each). Only 30% support 

road tolling as a way to reduce fossil fuel use. 
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About the Survey: 

 500 telephone interviews conducted with random sample of BC adults, 18 years plus 

 Interviewing completed in September and November, 2015 

 Sponsored by Mustel Group, a leading Vancouver based market and opinion research firm 

 Contact: Evi Mustel 604-742-2240 or emustel@mustelgroup.com 


